
 



Overview 

Wheel of Fortune is all about having a little fun, building school community, and bringing smiles to your 

halls.  Think of it as bringing a little bit of a Fall Festival to your school.  It’s the type of activity good 

managers randomly do to build memories and families.  It is also one of our most customizable 

activities. 

We provide a link to an electronic wheel on a webpage that most schools then set up off to the side 

somewhere in the office.  Each day, everyone will be allowed to spin one time at their convenience.  

People will spin the wheel and it will land on a number.  They will look up the number in the printout List 

of Fortunes (you’ll be able to actually edit and make these specific for your school before printing), and 

then do whatever challenge it gives them.  

For this activity, you can even participate yourself.  We don’t use teams for this one because the 

challenges and fortunes will have people interacting quite a bit on their own.  Play can continue through 

a certain number of days, say Tuesday through Friday, and you get to decide how long that is.   

The premise you give the staff for doing this activity is as simple as saying you’re going to inject some life 

into the workweek.  This also means you can keep this boost, make it a tradition, and bring it back 

randomly every year, with new fortunes and tasks. 

Have fun! 

 

Instructions 

1. Prepare some grab bag prizes.  This is not a big deal.  Think of these more as small carnival prizes, 

not big gameshow prizes.  In fact, the more random and silly the prize, the better.   

 

We’ll use these prizes for the Prize Grab Bag. You can use a paper bag, a garbage bag, something 

more decorative and fun, or whatever you have.  You’ll need a lot of these, and you can save some 

to refill as needed.  To decide how many you need, a good rule of thumb is to divide the number of 

staff who are participating by three, then multiply that by the number of days you’ll play.  So if you 

have 42 staff and will play Monday through Thursday, you would need 56 grab bag prizes (plus extra 

just in case). 

 

Here are some inexpensive ideas to get you started: 

➢ Print out the Prize Coupons we’ve provided and write your own prizes on them.  Things like 

extra casual dress days, park in my spot next Monday, free hug from Mrs. Jordan, etc…  Like 

we said, the more random and silly, the better.  Print out as many as you like and have fun 

with this.   

➢ $14.98 for pack of 100 carnival prizes.  Most people now have access to someone with 

Amazon Prime for free 2 day shipping: https://www.amazon.com/Assortment-Mid-size-

Classrooms-Carnivals-

https://www.amazon.com/Assortment-Mid-size-Classrooms-Carnivals-Exclusively/dp/B013PNE8Y2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1475085517&sr=8-1&keywords=carnival+prizes
https://www.amazon.com/Assortment-Mid-size-Classrooms-Carnivals-Exclusively/dp/B013PNE8Y2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1475085517&sr=8-1&keywords=carnival+prizes


Exclusively/dp/B013PNE8Y2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1475085517&sr=8-

1&keywords=carnival+prizes  

➢ Super random prizes: hats, spatulas, trinkets, anything you have laying around.   

➢ $7.36 for inflatable guitars: https://www.amazon.com/Rhode-Island-Novelty-Inflatable-

Electric/dp/B001H00156/ref=sr_1_10?ie=UTF8&qid=1475085517&sr=8-

10&keywords=carnival+prizes 

 

2. Think of some daily big prizes.  There are 3 spaces on the wheel (out of a total of 50 spaces) that 

have “BIG PRIZE!!” on them.  These should be nice, but you don’t have to break the bank.  Our 

favorite trick is to call around to local businesses and restaurants.  If you explain what you’re doing 

(and maybe throw in that they’ll get a thank you and mention on your website or social media), it 

won’t take long to get a good group of donated gift cards or certificates.  You can also use the prize 

coupons to come up with some kind of “big prize” that is specific to your school.  Perhaps you can 

do, “Arrive late or go home early on the next teacher in-service day,” parking spaces, or something 

they’ll appreciate.   

3. Start thinking of the grand prize.  This will be for the one person who has the most points at the end 

of the week.  A parking space is a good idea, or if you had a restaurant or business donate 

something fantastic, that’s a good idea too.        

4. Print the How to Spin sheet.  You’ll post this near the wheel.  If you will have someone else hand 

out the Big Daily Prizes, then make sure to edit number 4 on the list. 

5. Open the Game Score Sheet file and add your players. This is the sheet everyone will use to keep 

their score.  An example is included at the top of the sheet.  All you need to do is add a list down the 

left side of all your staff who will be playing.  You might need to use more than one sheet.  Then 

print these out and post them near the wheel area. 

 

A few notes:  Be sure to include yourself as a player so you can join in the fun.  Although, and this 

should go without saying, just try to ensure that you aren’t the one to win the grand prize. ☺ 

 

We don’t use teams for this one because we’ll have everyone interacting with each other just by the 

nature of the game.  It’s also a nice change of pace to have an activity where there is an element of 

competition and points, but it’s not overly competitive with one team versus another team. 

 

6. Review, edit, and print the List of Fortunes.  This is the heart of your game, and the better you 

make this list, the better your week will be.  When people spin the wheel, it will land on a number 

and then they will look up that number in this list.  If they complete the challenge next to that 

number, then they get extra points.  The good news is that you get to go through and edit this list 

before you print it out, and we encourage you to make it your own!  Here are some pointers: 

➢ Making the challenges specific to your school makes them more fun and effective.  For 

example, if the challenge says, “Do someone a favor,” it’s much better for you to change it 

to, “Do Mrs. Jones a favor.”  Go through the list and each time you see the word “someone” 

underlined, that means it’s a good place for you to change it out to someone specific.  

➢ If you don’t like a challenge, feel free to change it.  This is your game and hopefully our list 

will inspire you to make some creative ones of your own.  Try to make them specific to your 
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school.  For instance, if our fortune reads, “Sing a song in the hallway,” you could change it 

to, “Sing a song next to the panther statue at 3:20PM.”   

➢ Some of the fortunes ask the person to switch out one of our challenges with one they think 

of themselves (they sign the new challenge so that you know who thought of it and to keep 

them from creating something too crazy).  Thus the game evolves and you never know what 

you are going to get!  Of course, if you don’t want this option, just switch these fortunes out 

for some of your own. 

➢ This is one of the most flexible boosts we have.  Consider changing the list every day or two 

to keep it fresh.  You just have to edit it and print a new one.  Thus, if your school has a 

special day on Wednesday, like the school choir has a big performance, you can add a bunch 

of challenges to go and encourage a choir member.  

7. Decide on a location for the wheel.  The wheel runs on a webpage that you can setup on a spare 

computer or tablet.  Most schools decide to set up the wheel location somewhere in the office, 

maybe off to the side somewhere, and so that’s what we’ve used as a default.  The benefit of this is 

that, although the staff really shouldn’t need much supervision to make their spins, it is more fun 

with others watching.  And even though they are just silly things, it’s also good to have the prize bag 

and score sheet somewhere within view.   

 

The rules state that everyone should make their way down to the office sometime during the day at 

their convenience.  Everyone may make 1 spin per day.  Each spin only takes 10 seconds, plus a little 

longer for laughing and writing down points.  If you have a very large group and think you might run 

into logistical issues, such as 30 people all trying to come down and spin at once, you might want to 

set up a second computer or second location, though this is rarely an issue. 

 

Wheel Setup Instructions: The wheel runs from a webpage file (wheel.html) that we’ve included for 

you.  It also uses the picture file (curtains.jpg) for the background picture.  To set up your wheel, put 

both these files onto the computer you will be using, making sure to put them in the same folder.  

Then open the wheel.html file.  It should automatically load and show you the wheel.  This should all 

work very simple, but try it out and contact us if you have any issues. 

 

Once setup, you can put decorations around the computer and post the How to Spin and Game 

Sheets. 

 

8. The day before you start, send an announcement.  The afternoon before you start, copy/edit and 

send this email out to everyone (Many schools prefer to run this Tuesday through Friday, which 

allows for you to have Monday afternoon for setup and sending this email).  If you will be setting the 

wheel up somewhere other than the office, be sure to make the appropriate edits.  Also, we wrote 

this to start out by injecting some humor into the week, but obviously feel free to tone it up or down 

based upon your style. 

 

“Hello All, 

Letting the days go by, water is flowing under. 

Same as it ever was. 



Same as it ever was. 

Same as it ever was… 

If you woke up this morning and thought to yourself, “This is not my beautiful house!” Or if you 

thought to yourself, “This is not my beautiful wife!!”  Well… that’s weird.   

But I’m here to tell you this week WILL NOT be the same as it ever was!  Because I woke up this 

morning and thought to myself, “You know what this ordinary week needs… WHEEL OF 

FORTUNE!!!” 

And so now you might be asking yourself, “What is Wheel of Fortune?”  Or you might be asking 

yourself, “Is this person out of their mind?” 

Both legitimate questions, and I’ll answer the second one first: No, I am not out of my mind.  My 

mother had me tested. Second: Wheel of Fortune, at least my version, is the game that is sure to 

be sweeping the school this week!  I won’t go into a ton of detail here, but there will be dares, 

challenges, prizes, riddles, and ridiculousness of all kinds… AND of course a big prize for the 

winner!  Think of it like a Fall Festival meets Truth or Dare! 

The rules: We’re setting up an electronic spinning wheel in the office.  Everyone will be allowed to 

make one spin per day, starting tomorrow.  Just make your way down at your convenience and 

take your spin.  You’ll see more instructions once you’re there.  In addition to the prizes and fun, 

each spin will give you an opportunity to earn special points.  The person with the most points at 

the end of the week is going to win a GRAND PRIZE, and trust me, it’s awesome. 

Even I will be participating and making spins, though I’m taking myself out of contention for the 

grand prize, obviously.  Though if I do end up with the most points, I assure you the win will go 

straight to my head and I’ll be absolutely unbearable to be around for the next month or so as I 

strut down the halls wearing a “Wheel of Fortune Champion” sash that I will make for myself… so 

you’ve been warned!  

Thus this game will be our stand against the ordinary.  This will be our response to simply letting 

another day slip by just like any other.  This will be our way to make sure, at least for a few days, 

this won’t be the same as it ever was!!! 

And for those of you who didn’t get my song reference: 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IsSpAOD6K8)” 

 

9. Send out a reminder: The morning of the start, you can send out this quick reminder. 

 

“All you party people, COME ON DOWN!!! 

Oh wait, that’s the wrong game show. 

Let’s try this.  It’s time for everyone’s favorite game show… 

WHEEL 



OF 

FORTUNE!!!! 

As a reminder, our Wheel of Fortune game starts today.  And if you’re like me, and you see a 

game… any game… then you want to be the one to win it.  So listen close, because here are the 

rules: 

Everyone is allowed to make 1 spin each day to earn cash and prizes… whoops… I mean points and 

prizes!!  Just make your way down to the office at your convenience to have some fun and take a 

spin.   

Each day I have some really good prizes picked out that are represented on the wheel as BIG 

PRIZE!!!  If you land on one of those, come see me to collect your winnings.  Then at the end of 

the week, remember, we have the GRAND PRIZE for the person who earned the most points 

during the game (you’ll see how to earn points as you make your spin). 

Other rules you should know about: 

1. There is a scoresheet posted in the Wheel of Fortune area with your name on it.  When 

you earn points, write them on that sheet.  There is a way for me to check the log and do 

the accounting to make sure everyone has kept accurate scoring, but let’s all keep it on 

the up and up so I don’t have to, ok? 

2. Throughout the game, if you receive any instructions to take pictures or videos, be sure to 

email them directly to me for full credit. 

3. In the spirit of Wheel of Fortune, we all cheer and clap for each other and wish each other 

the best. 

That’s it for now.  I think when you come to make your first spin you’ll understand what kind of 

fun this week will be.  It sure will not be the, “Same as it ever was!” 

10. Mid-week boost. Throughout the week you can send out encouraging emails.  This is a good 

opportunity to share some of the pictures, videos, and maybe even short stories the staff will have 

been sending you.  You may send as many of these emails throughout the week as you wish, but 

here is a short example to get you started: 

 

“There is so much good stuff happening around here.  I’m so happy and proud and enjoying 

handing out prizes and seeing everything you all are contributing!!!  Let’s keep it up! 

 

Let me share some of the pictures and videos that have come in:  (paste the pictures or attach the 

videos)” 

 

11.  Wrap-up email. When you are ready to end, you may edit and send out this email: 

 

“That’s it!  Wheel of Fortune 2017 has come to a close! 

 

I’ll include some more pictures and videos below, but let’s first get to what everyone wants to 

know, the BIG announcement.  Who is the grand prize winner?!! 



 

Our champion, and winner of the GRAND PRIZE, with a total of ____ points, is ___________!!!  

You have won ___________________.  Congratulations and thanks for everyone who participated 

and played! 

 

It was a fantastic week.  Definitely not the same as it ever was!!  You all never cease to amaze me.  

I love our school family!” 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


