
  



Why Include a Charity? 

Incorporating a charity is fantastic for team building and creating a positive school environment.  It 

automatically builds goodwill.  The workplace is where people spend over half their waking hours (or 

more if you’re in education!!), and everyone wants to feel as though their organization cares about 

causes beyond their own doors.   

The trick is finding a way to support a cause without adding stress or burden to an already overworked 

staff.  The answer is to provide the structure for them, make it fun, and then let them choose how much 

or how little they want to participate.  Usually if you get the right mix of fun and competition, they’ll find 

the time to pitch in and be glad they did. 

For this activity, we encourage each team to pick out a charity of their own choice (though you can 

modify if you want everyone to raise for one cause). 

 

Overview 

We keep this activity simple and not push it too much, then let the teams’ energy and enthusiasm grow 

naturally.  The idea is that you are organizing a charity drive and you’ve decided to give it a Canadian 

theme.  The teams are free to raise donations however they see fit: bake sale, social media drive, etc… 

The only rule is that it must have a Canadian theme or connection. 

 

Holidays 

Although you can use this activity anytime, it’s perfect for around the holidays, and we’ve written the 

emails accordingly.  Of course, if you are using this at another time of the year, edit the emails to fit your 

situation. 

 

Posters 

We’ve provided two different posters for you, plus an extra that doesn’t have a background color so that 

you can easily print it. 

  



 

Teams and Prizes 

There is a section in the first email for you to set the teams however you wish.  Grade levels and 

departments are always good, or another fun way to group people can be by age.  If you go by age, here 

are some of our suggested groupings, though you’ll likely need to adjust based upon your school’s 

demographics, and then it’s fun to let them come up with their own group names. 

1. Age 21-28 

2. Age 29 – 35 

3. Age 36 – 50 

4. Age 50 – Stopped Keeping Track 

 

Helping a charity is reward in itself, but since there are teams, it’s nice to have something to compete 

for.  We suggest a two-part prize: 

1. Try to secure some additional donations on your own, perhaps by taking 20 minutes to call 

some local businesses, or maybe the admin team all wants to chip in some money for 

donations, or perhaps your school has a parent who is a prominent doctor or attorney who 

often donates.  Obviously, the more the better, but even if you can come up with just $50 or 

$100, that will work.  This extra donation will be given to the top team to add to the charity of 

their choice. 

2. Small Canadian themed gifts or gift baskets are always fun for the winners.  A quick Amazon 

search for “Canadian Gifts” should give you plenty of ideas. 

 

  



Canadian Theme, Coins, and Instructions 

Like we said, one key to a successful charity drive is to make it interesting and 

fun.  We like a Canadian theme because it’s easily understood and 

purchasing Canadian Silver Maple Leaf coins to donate is unique, makes 

for a beautiful display at a holiday party, and it’s easy.  Plus, for schools, 

the “Buying an A” versus “Buying an Eh” pun is fun too. 

Canadian Silver Maple Leaf coins have extremely high silver purity, are 

often used for investment purposes, and are also regarded as some of 

the most beautiful coins in the world.  Any charity would love to have 

them donated because they can hold on to them for the investment, or they 

are easily sold and converted back to cash.  

The premise is that teams will compete to get the most donations to purchase these coins to then 

donate to a charity.  The price of these coins fluctuates with the price of silver, but as of 10/18/2018, 

each coin costs about $17.50.   

The beauty of these coins also makes for a very nice, memorable display at your holiday party.  Set up a 

table, put out some pictures and a display about the charities, and then spread the coins out or stack 

them up on the table in front of the charity pictures they are going to.  Seeing and touching the beautiful 

silver coins and seeing it going to help a good cause can make a big impression and build a lot of 

goodwill.  It’s a great display for people to take pictures of and post online to spread the cheer. 

There are many ways to go about buying these coins, and one of the easiest we have found is online at 

JM Bullion.  We have no affiliation or relationship with them, other than we’ve bought and used them 

for our coins and can attest that our experience was easy.  Here is the link: 

https://www.jmbullion.com/2018-canadian-silver-maple-leaf/ .  Please be aware of their different 

payment methods and shipping policies.  It can be a little intimidating, but it’s actually very easy.  You’ll 

want to be sure to order with enough time for delivery before you need them for a display.  This could 

be anywhere from 1 to 5 days for your payment to clear, plus 1 to 5 days for shipping.  They have live 

chat on the website and can help you figure it out. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.jmbullion.com/2018-canadian-silver-maple-leaf/


Instructions 

The beauty of this activity is that, other than sending out these emails and putting up some posters, 

there’s not much else for you to do. 

 

Step 1. Decide on if you will let the teams pick out their own charities or if everyone will raise money for 

the same cause.  We like letting the teams pick out their own, though they should email you for 

approval, because this way they have more invested in the activity, plus it makes for a wonderful display 

to show all the charities your school helped. 

If you choose to pick one charity for everyone, local charities that help out families and kids are always 

good.  One good strategy is to make the cause as specific as possible. So if your charity can tell you 

exactly how many families this will help, or any details, that always makes it better. 

 

Step 2. Copy/Paste/Edit and send out this email to the staff to kick off the activity about a month before 

the holiday party.  This will allow 2 weeks for fundraising, 10 days for ordering the coins, and an extra 

week for buffer.  If you are short on time, you can always make the fundraising just 1 week and work 

with JM Bullion to make sure the purchasing process is quick. 

If you decide to team up by age, you should also select and ask one person from each group to be the 

team captain, which will help everyone get organized. 

“Hello Everyone, 

There is a holiday tradition this time of year, no matter where you work, for everyone to come 

together and make an effort to help out a deserving charity.  There is always a lot going on, but I’ve 

heard about a fun way we can get involved, where you all will be in control of the action, and I’d like 

to suggest we give it a go. 

Here’s how it works:  Let’s take a page from our neighbors to the north and help out some charities, 

not because we have to, but because we Can!(ada) .  What we will do is raise money and then use it to 

purchase Canadian Silver Maple Leaf coins, which we will then distribute to different charities at our 

staff party.   

We’re going to form up by age groups, and each group is allowed to pick their own charity: 

Group 1: Ages 21-28. Team Captain is ________ 

Group 2: Ages 29-35. Team Captain is ________ 

Group 3: Ages 36-50. Team Captain is ________ 

Group 4: Ages 51 to Awesome. Team Captain is ________ 

You have two weeks, and each group will compete to raise money to purchase the most coins, each of 

which costs about $17.  You are free to raise money however you wish: bake sales, social media, gift 

wrapping parties, etc…  The team that raises the most will win an additional Bonus Donation to be 

added to their total to be given to their charity. 



There are two rules.  The first is that you must incorporate a Canadian theme into whatever 

fundraising activity you come up with.  And since we are a school and every time someone donates at 

least $17 you’ll probably want to say, “Ah, so you’re donating enough to buy a whole coin, eh?” we 

can have fun with calling this themed fundraiser, “Selling Eh’s for a Cause.” 

The second rule is that you may not personally donate to your own team.  I don’t want anyone to feel 

pressured that they have to donate monetarily for their team to win.  However, you are free to 

participate and donate to someone else’s team, which would be mighty nice of you. 

At the end, turn in the funds to me and I will purchase all the coins which we will have on display at 

the staff party.  For the team that raises the most, we will have something special for you too. 

 

Step 3. Print out and display as many posters as you wish. 

 

Step 4. Midway email you can send with one week to go 

“Hello! 

Everyone is doing okay, eh? 

Quick update on our selling ‘Eh’s!’  We still have one week to go, and from talking around with the 

team captains, it looks like we already have enough to buy and donate over ___  Candian Silver Maple 

Leaf coins!  Let’s keep up the good work!  We’ll need all the funds turned in by _________ . 

Keep it going and remember that the winning team is going to also get the bonus donation for their 

charity!” 

 

Step 5. Final Email 

“Hello! 

Our fundraising time is coming to a close.  This is a reminder for everyone to have your money turned 

in by 10AM tomorrow.  We’ll use it to purchase the Canadian coins for us to donate, and then we’ll 

have them on display at our party as well as announcing the winners! 

Thanks everyone!” 

 

Step 6. Once the money is turned in, go ahead and use the instructions above to purchase the Canadian 

Coins.  Ask each team to provide pictures or marketing materials for their charity so that you can use 

them in your display.  For the reveal at the party, set up your table with pictures and materials for each 

charity, then place the silver coins in front of each one to visually show how much was donated to each.  

You can also take time at the party to announce the winners, present them with the bonus donation, 

and also any Canadian themed gifts you have. 


